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TOPIC: FY 2018 Data Dictionary
BACKGROUND
The UCAT Data Dictionary is maintained by the Office of the Commissioner of Technical Education as a guiding
document to the colleges in the data collection and reporting processes. Updates are approved annually by the
Board of Trustees to provide oversight to the colleges in assuring that data definitions are current and consistently
applied. College data representatives have recommended the attached Data Dictionary revisions for FY 2018. Upon
approval from the Board, changes described herein shall be effective beginning July 1, 2017.
RECOMMENDATION
UCAT Administration recommends the Board approve and adopt the UCAT Data Dictionary for FY 2018 with the
revisions described herein.

Attachments:

UCAT Data Dictionary FY 2018 Summary of Recommended Revisions

FY 2018 UCAT Data Dictionary

Summary of Proposed Changes
The FY 2017 Data Dictionary has been revised to implement proposed changes to UCAT
Policies 200, 201, 204, and 205 that are consequent to our realignment with the policies of the
Council on Occupational Education (COE). All revisions are intended to provide greater clarity
to the colleges in data collection procedures and data quality standards. Upon Trustees’
approval, these changes will be implemented in FY 2018.
A summary of proposed revisions to the Data Dictionary is included below. These revisions
have been discussed and recommended by college data stewards.
Enrollment Objective Codes
• Policy 205, upon approval of the Board of Trustees, now differentiates between alreadyemployed students who are seeking training to advance in their career (“Job Upgrade
Students”) as opposed to maintaining their current position (“Continuing Occupational
Education Students”). In the student information system, these individuals will be
differentiated using a combination of their enrollment objectives and program category
types. To implement this policy, the definition of “Occupational Upgrade” has been
revised in the Data Dictionary; the corresponding enrollment code will now be used to
denote all employed students who are not seeking a certificate.
Matriculation Codes
• In previous years, several colleges employed matriculation policies that required students
to meet certain requirements before becoming eligible for federal financial aid and
reportable to COE. As part of our policy restructuring, college presidents and
instructional officers have agreed to align their matriculation dates with their 100%
refund deadlines. Now, any student who does not withdraw prior to the refund deadline
may be eligible for federal financial aid and will be reported to the accrediting body.
This change makes the matriculation field obsolete in college data submissions. That
field has been removed from the Data Dictionary.
First-time Type Codes and Dates
• First-time type codes and dates are used to identify new students who enroll in
postsecondary education for their first time. These students are placed in a cohort and
tracked for the purpose of federal reporting. The Data Dictionary has been amended to
facilitate and streamline data collection for these students.
Exit Codes
• UCAT policy revisions clarify student completion statuses, and exit codes in the Data
Dictionary have been revised accordingly. Students shall not be labeled as graduates
until they exit from a particular program, even if those students are awarded subcertificates therein.

Student Outcome Codes
• The Council on Occupational Education allows for students who leave a program
unsuccessfully to be counted as “non-graduate completers” if they enroll at another
postsecondary institution and there is a valid articulation agreement between the two
colleges. An outcome code has been added to differentiate between continuing education
with an articulation agreement and continuing education without an agreement.
• The matrix of acceptable combinations of enrollment objectives, exit codes, and outcome
codes has been revised to no longer permit Personal Interest, Job Re-entry, or
Occupational Students to earn a program certificate. This is in accordance with proposed
revisions to UCAT Policy 205.7.1. If one of these students desires a certificate, he/she
must declare him/herself as a certificate-seeking student.
CIP Codes
• New CIP codes have been added to the Data Dictionary for:
o 48.0303
Upholstery/Upholsterer
o 51.2603
Medication Aide
o 52.0204
Office Management and Supervision
Budget Codes
• Proposed revisions to UCAT Policy 201 have made budget codes obsolete. This field has
been removed from the Data Dictionary.
Program Category Type Codes
• Occupational Skills Certificates and Campus Credential codes have been removed. This
field now differentiates only between education as part of a COE-approved program and
education in a stand-alone course that does not lead to a certificate.
Perkins Grant Cohort Codes
• Fields have been added to the Data Dictionary that will identify CTE Participants,
Concentrators, and Completers. These fields are required for participation in the federal
Carl D. Perkins Grant, and have been collected for several years. The addition of these
fields to the Data Dictionary brings the document into greater alignment with college
practice and serves as the official location of Perkins Grant definitions in UCAT policy.

